The molecular biology of cystic fibrosis.
Cystic fibrosis afflicts many children and, as the life expectancy for patients with this disease steadily increases, many adults as well. The identification and characterization of the gene responsible for this disorder provide a basis for understanding the pathophysiology of cystic fibrosis. Basic science advances are rapidly being integrated into the diagnostic and therapeutic regimens used by physicians in the care of patients with this disease.